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2. <U> PA— AflERICANS PEEL COLDER TOWARD SOVIET UNION THAN 
AT ANY TlflE IN PAST TWO DECADES 

<U> THE INVASION OF AFGHANISTAN HAS VIRTUALLY ELMINATED 
THE "GENERATION CAP" THAT HITHERTO CHARACTERIZE* AHERICAN 
ATTITUDES TOWARD THE SOVIET UNION. 

iU> AS RECENTLY AS LAST YEAR, THERE WAS A HARKED DIFFERENCE 
IN THE EXTENT TO WHICH THOSE OVER SO AND THOSE UNDER SO 
VIEWED THE SOVIET UNION FAVORABLY. ALflOST TWICE AS HANY 
YOUNGER AflERICANS HELD FAVORABLE VIEWS AS DID OLDER AHEfll- 
CANS. CURRENTLY, THE GALLUP POLL FINDS, THE GENERATIONAL 
DIFFERENCE HAS ALrtOST BEEN NULLIFIED*, THE VIEWS OF YOUNGER 
AMERICANS ARE CONVERSING TOWARD THOSE OF THE OLDER SEGMENT 
0? THE PUBLIC 

my AS THE GALLUP POLL REPORTS THIS WEEK* "THE RECENT 
INCREASE IN DISILLUSIONMENT WITH THE SOVIET UNION IS FAR 
flORE PRONOUNCED AHONG AflERICANS UNDER 50 YEARS OLD THAN 
AOONG THOSE SO OR OVER, POSSIBLY REFLECTING THE FACT THAT 
r.ANY YOUNGER PEOPLE ARE NOT FAMILIAR WITH, OR DID NOT 
LIVE THROUGH, THE COLD WAR OF THE IISO'S.". 

IUY GALLUP INTERVIEWERS USED A SPECIAL flUESTION FORflAT THAT 
NOT ONLY ASKS RESPONDENTS HOW THEY FEEL ABOUT A HATTER BUT 
ALSO HOW STRONGLY THEY FEEL ABOUT IT. IN THIS CASE, THOSE 
SURVEYED WERE HANDED A CARD AND ASKED t "YOU NOTICE THAT 
THE 10 BOXES ON THIS CARD GO FRON THE HIGHEST POSITION OF 
PLUS FIVE— FOR A COUNTRY YOU HAVE A VERY FAVORABLE OPINION 
OF— ALL THE WAY DOWN TO THE LOWEST POSITION OF HINUS FIVE— 
FOR A COUNTRY YOU HAVE A VERY UNFAVORABLE OPINION OF. HOW 
FAR UP THE SCALE OR DOWN THE SCALE WOULD YOU RATE THE 
FOLLOWING NATIONS* CTHE SOVIET UNIOttf" 

■JSr OVER THE YEARS, THE TREND OF FAVORABLE ATTITUDES TOWARD 
THE SOVIET UNION CBASED ON THE TOTAL GIVING A POSITIVE 
RATING FROH ONE TO FIVE> HAS BEENt 
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<U> THE CHANCE SINCE LAST YEAR* 
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